A Closer Look at CDP Alumnus
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In November 2007, the Career
Development Program (CDP)
launched the first-ever Alumni Council
dedicated to fostering and
strengthening connections between
CDP graduates and current interns.
The council is already reconnecting
graduates from previous classes with
new opportunities.  Alumni Antonio
Thompson is one of CDP’s most
active members, and he has a lot in
store for CDP.

A graduate of CDP’s inaugural
class of 2000 and one of the founding
members of the CDP Alumni Council,
Antonio began his career with a
passion for music performance. At
only 25 years old, Antonio is currently
working as an Educational Grant
Writer for Teachers College
Innovations at Teachers College,
Columbia University, has already
earned a BFA in music performance,
an MA in Performing  Arts
Administration, and is working on his
EdD in Music Education. He is also
the Deputy Director of the Brooklyn
Music and Arts Program (home of the
popular Brooklyn Steppers Marching
Band), sits on the Board of Directors
for an up-and-coming nonprofit
organization, teaches a high school
marching band at Walt Whitman High
School and freelances with trumpet
gigs throughout New York City.

Antonio’s Journey Through CDP

The internship Antonio landed
through CDP was unlike anything he
ever expected. After completing boot
camp, Antonio was offered an
internship at the prestigious Jazz at
Lincoln Center in the marketing
department. His new position
introduced him to many famous
performers and musicians, including
jazz musician Wynton Marsalis. One
serendipitous meeting in the
marketing department led to a
fortuitous practice session with Mr.
Marsalis. It was an experience
Antonio will never forget. “Working in
the marketing department as a
musician fused my passion for music
with a professional skill set. Playing

trumpet alongside Mr. Marsalis taught
me the essence of work: it is both
inspiring and frightening to fathom the
time it takes to perfect any skill.”

Antonio’s internship experience
provided insight into how things work
behind the scenes. He learned to
embrace challenges and accept
mistakes. “One time | was making
some follow up phone calls for an event,
and | accidentally left a message for the
wrong person on a different number. It
turned out to be actress Angela Bassett!
It took several months for me to be able
to laugh at my mistake, but | have
accepted the fact that you can't control
everything.”

After graduating from the program in
2000, he didn't waste any time applying
to college and seeking new
opportunities. “CDP gave me the full
picture of what it takes to become
successful.”  After being accepted to
New York University for Music
Performance, he began to conceptualize
the different career paths he could take.

Giving Back to CAE

Throughout his many endeavors,
Antonio has maintained a close working
relationship with The Center for Arts
Education. He is a beacon for alumni
and current interns, has become a
mentor for fellow graduates and has
even captured the attention of CAE
administrators. For this reason, he was
nominated to present the first Center for

Arts Education Arts Smart Award to
New York City Council Member Robert
Jackson.

In his presentation, he mentioned why
he wants to give back to CDP. “The
program has changed my life by
connecting me with the people and
places | didn't have access to as a high
school student. It gave me the
confidence to pursue a career in the
arts, something most people discourage
students from doing.”

Antonio’s Plans for the CDP Alumni
Council

Antonio has been instrumental in
founding the first CDP Alumni Council.
“It is a way for me to give back and
serve as a mentor for other highly
motivated and enthusiastic emerging
leaders. | hope we can break the barrier
for future classes to enter the creative
industries with fewer challenges and
more connections.”

Equipped with a creative mind for
marketing and a passion for
development, he already has a blueprint
in mind for the Alumni Council. He
would like to create an alumni MySpace
Page to offer more networking
opportunities, a newsletter to connect
alumni across the country, a
scholarship fund for CDP interns and
alumni and professional workshops
with networking events. “I'm excited
about the prospect of an alumni council
since CDP has had a huge impact on so
many lives, including mine. | see
countless ways this can continue to help
graduates thrive in NYC's creative
industries.”
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The Center for Arts Education (CAE

) is committed to restoring, stimulating, and sustaining quality arts education as an essential part of

every child's education. CAE provides information and resources that demonstrate the benefits of and need for arts education as part of a quality,

ART

and programs.

balanced education. CAE also identifies, funds, and supports exemplary partnerships and programs that demonstrate how the arts contribute to
learning and student achievement. CAE is dedicated to influencing educational and fiscal policies that will support arts education in all of the City's
public schools. Since its founding in 1996, CAE has awarded nearly $40 million in private and public funding to support arts education partnerships



